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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 99- ~

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBL V URGING THE
MA VOR AND GOVERNOR TO ACT EXPEDITIOUSL V TO PREVENT THE LISTING OF
COOK INLET BELUGA WHALES UNDER THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT OR
MARINE MAMMALS PROTECTION ACT

WHEREAS, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has determined that a
listing of Cook Inlet beluga whales may be warranted under either the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) or the Marine Mammals Protection Act (MMPA); and

WHEREAS, this determination is based primarily on petitions from the Trustees for
Alaska and the Animal Welfare Institute which express concerns about a dramatic and
sudden decrease in the beluga whale population; and

WHEREAS, the purported magnitude of the whale population decrease is suspect
because current numbers, derived by using a recently revised counting methodology, are
compared to old numbers which have not been adjusted to the new methodology - a
methodology which has not been subject to public scrutiny; and

WHEREAS, the petition by Trustees for Alaska identifies all users of Cook Inlet as
capable of having some impact on beluga whales, while state and federal governments
have determined that any decline in the beluga whale population is chiefly attributable to
subsistence hunting; and

WHEREAS, state and federal studies have shown that industry activity in Cook Inlet
has neither impacted beluga whales and fisheries adversely nor resulted in any significant
environmental degradation of water quality; and

WHEREAS, beluga whale hunting in Cook Inlet has recently been declared illegal
until October 1,2000, allowing NMFS ample time to work out a co-management agreement
to regulate subsistence hunting of beluga whales in the inlet; and

WHEREAS, listing beluga whales under the ESA or the MMPA will have a
devastating impact on the economy of not just Anchorage, but of the whole State of
Alaska; and
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WHEREAS, NMFS has repeatedly turned down requests for an additional comment
period, suggesting that the public will have adequate time for comment if a listing is
proposed; however, once a listing has been proposed it is rarely, if ever, reversed; and

WHEREAS, this is an issue of major importance, with the potential to have
significant adverse effects on the economic future not only of Anchorage, but of the entire

State.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Municipal Assembly resolves

That the Assembly urges Governor Knowles and Mayor Mystrom to
act expeditiously, using every means available, to prevent the listing
of Cook Inlet beluga whales under the ESA or the MMPA.

Section 1:

That the Assembly also urges the Governor and Mayor to work at
bringing the principal parties to the table to negotiate a viable
agreement for co-management of the Cook Inlet beluga whale

population.

Section 2:

That, upon passage and approval, a copy of this resolution be
forwarded to Governor Knowles, Mayor Mystrom, State Legislators,
Alaska Congressional Delegation, NMFS, AML, AOGA, ROC, and

AEDC.

Section 3:

_l.~:..:.day ofPASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this

:I;.,c,.. . 1999.

'l11-7L /

Vi"'" Chair
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r~~ ~~/IA A- i
'-M'jiCiPal Clerk II
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